1992 200k

Stuilgart’s two finest tailors dress a wo

in sheep’s clothing

he redoubtable Leon Mandel said it

best in the February 17th, 1992 issue of

AutoWeek: “Tve found the most satisf-

ing, lerocious, docile, savage, family
racer, commuter-collectible in the entire
world and at an absolute bargain price, avail-
able with only a little wait at my local Mer-
cedes-Benz dealer.”

The powerful 500E may well be the exem-
plar Mercedes-Benz. Surely it is the mobile
combination of all that we admirve hehind a
three-pointed star. And thanks to an unusual
joint design and manufacturing effort with
Porsche, it was the double throw-down, uli-
mate production sedan of its era

Detroit Show Car

After this particular 1992 S00E served as the
star attraction on the Mercedes-Benz stand at
that vear’s Detroit International Auto Show, it
was hought by Bob Beltz, then MBCA's national
president. Since then it has competed often
and successfully and been driven 90,000
miles, all without major expenses. “Nothing,"
says its owner; “and it gets 18 mpg overall.”
We appland the car's sheer durability, because
its owner drives it as it was meant 10 be driven,
Well and quickly.,

The 500 expresses ypical Bruno Sacco
fashion understalement. No stvling vimmicks
here. Rather, lunction is realized with simple
box-atop-box packaging of people and compo-
nentry. Il there is a certain squally streel rod
malevolence to the SO0E’s parked posture, lay
the blame for that on Porsche,

The S00E originally rode on 8-hole, 16-
inch light alloy wheels, but this example has
17-inch European Evo 1T wheels, as fitted o
the little-known Limited Edition model that
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capped SOEASO0 production in 1995, These
are wrapped in sticks Bunlop 5P Sport rubber,

Sound Roots

Superficially, the S00E is scion to 2 succes-
sion of admirable Mercedes-Benz perfor-
mance sedans, the 6.3 and the 6.9, Like those
legendary cars, its production run was all (oo
short. Tn the case of the SOOI, it was available
new from only 1992 through 1993, As was the
case with the M100-engined cars, Mercedes-
Benz took the pleasing shape, pleasant driving
environment, and proven reliability of its
bread-and-butter large sedan then forcibly
shoehorned-in a maniac, carnivore motor
with anger managemenl issues. Thal is much
easier said than done, and the 500E's engi-
neering is light vears more sophisticated than
its anceslors.

The 500E sprang from the production W124
sedan, and since it preceded the 268-hp 400,
it was the lirst mid-size Mercedes-Benz with ¥-
8 power. The basic plaform was shaved with
the congenial, inline-six-powered 3008 of the
lawe 1980s. The S00E’s four doors reflect its
origin—a long and tall passenger compartment
for the comfortable transit of people. This
sedun can be entered and exited if not with
Fred Astaire grace at least with John O'Hurley
decorum. The 300E doors are unchanged, bt
the fenders have heen flared and widened w
accommodate the larger 225/557R16 lires,
and a sportier front valance is fied with fog-
lights. The S00E°s usefullv large (17.5-cu [i)
and nicely shaped trunk holds 4 generous
amount of luggage and weekend racing pear,
Similarly, most systems and mechanicals can
he accessed with less exasperation than a
more contemporary engine bay,
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Left: five-liter V-8 was most
powerful Mercedes-Benz
engine. Below: distinctive
fender flares, front valance
with faglights.
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automatic climate control.

First-Hand Impressions

The interior, with unique individual
bucket seats for four, is funcidonal, comfort-
able, and erponomically supportive, and the
rezch to all controls is convenient, This car’s
impeceably sticched black leather seems to
spread everywhere rather than being limited
to the seats. The clothing-grade leather is
thick, still pliable, and aking on a wonderful
burnish over the years. Yes, there is walnut
veneer aplenty, even on the console box
between the rear seais. For betier steering
response, the leather-covered, 390-mm
diameter wheel is smaller than the 300Es,
I's ausuperh driving envirenment,

The ever-laconic Beltz, in his customarily
precise language The's an atlorney) mentions
the time e and his wile drove from their
heme in Michigan to StarFest 92 in Arizona in
the car, changed the tives and wheels, com-
peted on the 2,3-mile Phoenix International
roatd course linked to the Bondurant Driving
School, then drove it home. “How'd you do?”
he was asked, “Oh," he said, “We rophied.”
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Leather sport seats, of course! More subthe Is the smaller-diameter, laather-covered steering whesl, Europeans got two shift modes but peid extra for

The car’s competence on both road and
track can be traced to several factors. For
one thing, Porsche AG was involved in its
development from the get-go. Handily
cnough, that firm’s traditional Stutigart base
lies in Zulfenhausen, just across wwn from
Mercedes-Benz, Porsche recognized the
basic 300E as 4 suitable structure from
which to hang a heefy drivetrain and
designed new, stiffening sheet metal neces
sarv to reinforce it. Porsche also tested and
deseloped the car, Becanse of the expertise
that it demenstraied during the engineering
work-up, and since Mercedes-Benz was then
still only flirting with AMG—and Porsche
had plant capacity that DBAG temporarily
lacked—Porsche ot he assembly contract,
lowx, Yet Mercedes-Benz kept its hand in and
a watchhal eve out,

The basic hodv-in-white was shipped to
Porsche’s Roessle-Bau assembly plant in Zuf-
fenhavsen. formerly used 1w build the
Porsche 959 supercar. There, 5001 were
pul together on wheeled pallels moved by
hand belween work stations, Even electric

EEEE—

spot-welding was done by hand. Upon com-
pletion—doors, trunks, bulkheads, et al-the
basic bodies were trocked back across wwn
to Sindellingen for painting in DBAG's finish
facility. Then back they went w Porsche—
alomg with crated, Mercedes-Benz-assembled
engine, lransmission, and rear asles—for
installation.

Even with its larger-diameter wheels, a
SOOE sits 0.9-in lower than a 300E, on
shorter, stiffer coil springs, with a level-con-
trol system at the rear, 165 engine comparl-
ment has a thicker firewall to add strength
and reduce body lex, A strdier engine cra-
dle embraces the five-liter V-8, which dis-
places the 92-Ampere-hour battery to the
trunk. The transmission/driveshaft tunnel
was widened to accommodate the four-speed
aulomatic transmission—no nanual gear-
box was available—and the brawnier dual
exhaust with its bulkier, double-low catalytic
converler, All trim, even the hood ornament,
wenl over in containers for installation by
Porsche. After testing, the cars headed back
to Sindelfingen for final inspection.



G‘n.fjr 1952-83 models had these early W124 headlights; 1984-95 cars had upgraded r;ym«- as part of
front-and facelift.

Aggressive stance is evident; license plate area was restyled for 1984; W124°s different left-right
mirrors enhanced rearward visfon.
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are slightly flared at fender openings. Wheels are from later ES00 Limited Edition.

dard, no-defeat traction control, (Predic
many of the masthead hot-shoes felt they
could oo faster without it, and seme owners
installed defeal switches.) Automatic engine-
lorgue reduction helped stabilize the car
under de ion and hraking,

arches were subtly re-contoured, and the
trunk had a modified license-plate area.
Owners debate their preferen
the 5001 and the near-identical E5
1 front end and better headli
nd 19935 model:
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Technical Specifications, 1992 H00E

Engine

Tupe:

Desigrration:

Valves per olinder:
Ceumshiafis:

Bore and strodke, mm:
Displavement, ce:
Commpression i
Recommended fucl:
Induction:

Peak power, hp:
Peak torgque, [h-ft;
Maximum rpm;

Ol expaciey, qt;
Coolant capacity, qt:
Drivetrain
Transmission lype:
Ratins:

Final-thrive ratio;
Chassis

Type:

Designtion:
Wheelbase, in:
Length, in:

Widih, in:

Hedght, in:

Track, front/rear, in:
BUSpLnSion;

Front:

ear:

Secring;

Turns, lock-to-lock:
Turning radivs, fi;
Braks:

Whieels:

Tires:

Curb weight, I
Fuel capacity, gal:
Performance
Drag coefficient
-k mph, sec:

Top spewd. niphe

Fuel comsumption, mpg:

Water-cooled, aluminum-block V-8, silicone-crystal bore surfaces
MI119974

Four, with sodium-filled exhaust valve stems

Four, gear-driven, variable valve timing

U6 x 830

4973

T

Premium unleaded, 91-octane

Bosch LH-Jetronic sequential multi-point foel injection
322 @ 5,700 rpm

354 @ 3900

7000, redline 0,000

B.45

lb4

Four-speed aulomalic
st 38700 2l 2.25:0; 3, 14400 dth, 100k T meverse, 5.39:1
282:1

Four-toor sedan, steel unibody

W124.030

112

187.2

FLL

354

ol 660, 2

Four-wheel independent

Modified MacPherson strut, lower A-arms, coil springs. anti-sway bar
Fivelink, coil springs, tbe shocks, ant-sway bar, sell-leveling
Variable power-assisted recirculating ball

|

8.4

Four-wheel disc, 11.8-in vented front, 10.9-in rear, 448 sq in
SWEH drea,

ASR electronic traction control

8 x Dh-in alloy

Michelin MEM 225/352R10

3,750

238

(.31

0

155, electronically governed
14417 EPA citwhighway

Standard Equipment: Driver and front passenger aitbags, autonuatic climate control, ABS anti-
lock braking, ASR traction control, Becker AMFM stereodcassetie, 10-speaker system, cruise con-
trol, central locking, anti-theft svstem; cleciric windows, mirrors, sunrool, front seals (with mem-

v in the pre-dawn dark ¢ efully
h wheel and tire prior w this photo
S0 you want one, keep an eve on the

sty ory), and steering column: remote catry, headlishi washers, metallic painl,
| build Mercedes-

eds. Porsche do
s like this anvime
: gnough (o templ any German car

enthiusisl,

Optional Equipment: Leather inerior, telephone, dealer-installed CD changer, ete.

Above specifications are for 1992 U185, models; oitbers differ.
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